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Nonfiction:Nonfiction:Nonfiction:Nonfiction:    
    

Cool Melons — Turn to Frogs!: The Life and Poems of Issa (AR (AR (AR (AR 4.44.44.44.4)))) 
by Matthew Gollub 

Born in 1763 on a farm in central Japan, Issa began writing haiku as a young child.  In this book, Matthew 

Gollub has brought Issa’s Poetry to life with the watercolor’s of the illustrator Kazuko Stone. 

 

The Story of My Life    (AR 6.8(AR 6.8(AR 6.8(AR 6.8)))) 
by Helen Keller 

Before she was two years old, a scarlet fever destroyed Helen Keller's sight and hearing. At seven, 

alone and withdrawn, she was rescued by Anne Sullivan, her teacher and friend. She learned to read 

(in several different languages) and speak so well that she graduated with honors in 1904 from 

Radcliffe College, where she authored The Story of My Life.  

 

Winterdance: The Fine Madness of Running the Iditarod (AR 6.0(AR 6.0(AR 6.0(AR 6.0))))    

by Gary Paulsen 

Fueled by a passion for running dogs, Gary Paulsen entered the Iditarod—the 1150-mile winter sled-dog race— in 

dangerous ignorance and with a fierce determination. WinterdanceWinterdanceWinterdanceWinterdance is his account of this seventeen-day battle against 

Nature's worst elements and his own weakness. Paulsen and his team of dogs endured snowstorms, frostbite, dogfights, 

moose attacks, sleeplessness, and hallucinations in the relentless push to go on.  

 

 

Let’s Talk About Race    ((((3.0)3.0)3.0)3.0)    
by Julius Lester 

Powerful, unconventional paintings add to the impact of this discussion of race. Lester writes in a deeply 

personal way about how we are much more than our skin color: "Yes, I am black but I am also a man...I 

have a deep voice and a loud laugh. (I love to laugh. Do you?)"  He also discusses "stories" that are not 

always true. 

 

The Exploding Toilet: Modern Urban Legends (AR 6.5(AR 6.5(AR 6.5(AR 6.5)))) 
by David Holt 

These expanded versions of urban myths and legends are striking nuggets of jolting, sometimes 

shocking episodes for an audience that is difficult to shock. Even for those who've heard it all before, 

these pieces are good for laughs, gasps, winces, or sighs of relief or disbelief. In one selection, a 

woman licks an envelope only to find it filled with roach eggs that eventually hatch on her tongue; in 

another, thanks to a gas station attendant, a woman avoids getting into her car where an attacker 

awaits.  

 

Attack of the Killer Video Book: Tips and Tricks for 

Young Directors (AR (AR (AR (AR 5.35.35.35.3))))   by Mark Shulman 

This book is an informative, well illustrated guide to making videos.  It includes camera 

technique, scriptwriting and storyboarding, tips on special effects, and hints for the big premiere. 

There are tips on everything from planning to technique, using digital cameras to special effects, 

"the burden of leadership" and "the big show."  

 

Fiction:Fiction:Fiction:Fiction:    
 

Catherine, Called Birdy (AR(AR(AR(AR    6.46.46.46.4)))) 
by Karen Cushman 



This unusual book provides an insider's look at the life of Birdy, 14, the daughter of a minor English nobleman.  The year is 

1290 and Birdy tells about the pages of her personal diary. The book is rich with information about the food, dress, religious 

beliefs, manners, health, medical practices, and sanitary habits (or lack thereof) of the people of her day. From the number of 

fleas she kills in an evening to her herbal medicines, Birdy reveals fascinating facts about her time period. 

 

 

A Killing in Plymouth Colony (AR 4(AR 4(AR 4(AR 4.3.3.3.3)))) 
by Carol Otis Hurst 

There had never before been a murder in Plymouth colony.  John Newcomen had been shot and killed by 

someone. But by whom?   

 

 

 

Summer of My German Soldier (AR 5.2(AR 5.2(AR 5.2(AR 5.2)))) 
by Bette Greene 

Minutes before the train pulled into the station in Jenkinsville, Arkansas, Patty Bergen knew something 

exciting was going to happen. German prisoners of war have arrived to make their new home in the prison 

camp in Jenkinsville. To the rest of her town, these prisoners are only Nazis. But to Patty, a young Jewish 

girl with a turbulent home life, one boy in particular becomes an unlikely friend. 

 

 

Wringer (AR 4(AR 4(AR 4(AR 4.5.5.5.5)))) 
by Jerry Spinelli  

Palmer LaRue is running out of birthdays. For as long as he can remember, he's dreaded the day he 

turns ten––the day he'll take his place beside all the other ten-year-old boys in town, the day he'll be a 

wringer. But Palmer doesn't want to be a wringer. In Palmer's town being a wringer is an honor, a 

tradition passed down from father to son. Palmer can't stop himself from being a wringer just like he 

can't stop himself from growing one year older, just like he can't stand up to a whole town––right? 

 

Homecoming (AR 4.4(AR 4.4(AR 4.4(AR 4.4)))) 
by Cynthia Voigt 

"IT'S STILL TRUE.""IT'S STILL TRUE.""IT'S STILL TRUE.""IT'S STILL TRUE." That's the first thing James Tillerman says to his sister Dicey every morning. It's still 

true that their mother has abandoned the four Tillerman children somewhere in the middle of 

Connecticut. It's still true they have to find their way, somehow, to Great-aunt Cilla's house in 

Bridgeport, which may be their only hope of staying together as a family. 

 

 

Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind (AR (AR (AR (AR 5555.9.9.9.9)))) 
by Suzzane Fisher staples 

Life is both sweet and cruel to strong-willed young Shabanu, whose home is the windswept Cholistan Desert of 

Pakistan. The second daughter in a family with no sons, she’s been allowed freedoms forbidden to most Muslim 

girls. But when a tragic encounter with a wealthy and powerful landowner ruins the marriage plans of her 

older sister, Shabanu is called upon to sacrifice everything she’s dreamed of. 

 

Dateline: Troy (AR 5.6(AR 5.6(AR 5.6(AR 5.6)))) 
by Paul Fleischman  

A retelling of the story of the Trojan War illustrated with collages featuring newspaper clippings of 

modern events from World War I through the Persian Gulf war.  

 

 

 

The Mysterious Benedict Society (AR 5.6(AR 5.6(AR 5.6(AR 5.6)))) 
by Trenton Lee Stewart 

Dozens of children respond to the odd ad in the newspaper and are then put through a series of mind-bending 

tests, which readers take along with them. Only four children-two boys and two girls-succeed. Their 

challenge: to go on a secret mission that only the most intelligent and inventive children could complete. To 

accomplish it they will have to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the 

only rule is that there are no rules.  

 

Halloween Party (Fear Street #8) (AR (AR (AR (AR 4.74.74.74.7)))) 
by R.L. Stine 



The invitation arrived in a black-borderred envelope and was delivered by the beautiful and mysterious transfer student. The 

inside showed a coffin with the inscription "reserved for You" — perfect for an al-night Halloween party in an old house on 

Fear Street.  The party was well under way when the lights went out. But when the lights came back on, there was a boy on the 

floor with a knife in his back. Just a Halloween prank? Maybe. Maybe not. 

 

 

Lunch Money (AR (AR (AR (AR 5.25.25.25.2)))) 
by Andrew Clements 

Greg Kenton has always had a natural talent for making money. Then, just before sixth grade, Greg makes 

a discovery: Almost every kid at school has an extra quarter or two to spend almost every day. Multiply a 

few quarters by a few hundred kids, and for Greg, school suddenly looks like a giant piggy bank. All he 

needs is the right hammer to crack it open.  

 

 

 

Holes (AR (AR (AR (AR 4.64.64.64.6)))) 
by Louis Sachar 

As further evidence of his family's bad fortune, which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley 

Yelnats is sent to a hellish boys' juvenile detention center in the Texas desert. As punishment, the boys here 

must each dig a hole every day, five feet deep and five feet across. Ultimately, Stanley "digs up the truth" -- 

and through his experience, finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 

 

 

Day I Swapped My Dad for Two Goldfish (AR (AR (AR (AR 2.82.82.82.8)))) 
by Neil Gaiman 

What if you wanted your best friend's two goldfish so much that you'd swap anything for them, even 

your father? What if your mother came home and found out what you'd done? After trading his 

father for two goldfish, a boy and his little sister go on a rollicking adventure around town to get 

him back.  

 

 

The Wolves in the Wall (AR (AR (AR (AR 3.93.93.93.9)))) 
by Neil Gaiman  

Lucy hears wolves hustling, bustling, crinkling, and crackling in the walls of the old house where her 

family lives, but no one believes her. Her mother says it's mice, her brother says bats, and her father 

says what everyone seems to say, "If the wolves come out of the walls, it's all over." 

 


